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the mines on the financial situation, the probable duration of the existing (or 
known) supplies of mineral resources and their preservation, etc. American 
readers ought to take especial notice of the fact that mortality among coal 
miners in the U. S. had, from 2.59 per cent, in 1898, risen to 5 per cent, in 1907, 
while in the latter year it was 1.97 per cent, in Prussia and 1.04 per cent, in 
France. 

On the average, however, the life of the miner is not particularly injurious 
to health. In England, for instance, for every 1,000 male deaths among the 
whole population there are only 925 among miners, against 1,176 among quarry 
workers, 1,221 hodcarriers, 1,301 iron and steel workers, 1,370 printers, 1,392 
chemical workers, 1,706 keramic workers, 1,725 hotel employees, and 1,829 dock 
hands. Longevity, too, among the miners is greater, in France, than among 
farmers and commercial people, and only 1/7 lower than the average for all 
industries. The influence of deaths due to accidents is more than compensated 
through the lesser death rate from alcoholism, nervous and liver diseases, and 
consumption, which is due to the stricter discipline that must be enforced in the 
mine on account of its dangers. It seems proved, too, that the great accidents 
which swell the mortality figures occur only, as a rule, whenever large num- 
bers of untrained men, not grown up under the regime of the mining com- 
munity, are employed in the mines. This observation will most likely account 
for the large number of casualities in America where a regular mining popu- 
lation, in which the traditions of the profession are handed down for genera- 
tions from father to son, as is the case in Central Europe, is not found at all. 

Martha K. Genthe. 
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